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RESEARCHIADVISORS

% ROBERT SCHIRADOI- PLANNER; KENT COUNTY HEALTH
DERPARTIVIENH

% JAMESWINSLOW — HOUSING ADMINISTRATOR; KEN
COUNIY COMMUNITY DEVELORMENIF DEPARTIVIENT

% MICHAEL STACHOWIAK — HOMELESS ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM, SALVATION ARMY

% BETTY ZYLSTRA- DIRECTOR'OF BOOTHISERVICES,
SALVATIONIARMY
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KENTFCOUNINY HOMELES'S SHTIUDY,

% INTRODUCTION
# DESCRIPTION OF DATA
% RESULTS OF DATA ANALYSIS

% RECOMIMENDATIONS
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DESCRIPTIONIOEDATA

% PERIOD OF DATA COLLECTION
% PARTICIPATING SHELTERS
% CLIENTAINFORMATION'SHEET (INTAKE FORM)



PARTICIPATING SRELTERS

% CASA DE LA PAZ MEL TROTTER MISSION
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% THE BRIDGE 4 RAMOTH HOUSE

+ DOMESTIC CRISIS 4 RECUPERATION CENTER
CENTER 4 RED/CROSS

4 GUIDING LIGHT 4 THE SALVATIONARMY

WOMEN'S MISSION

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

% |CCE FAMILY HAVEN

% SENIOR'NEIGHBORS
# WELL HOUSE

0y
oo,
Y
X
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PRIOR/SHELTER HISTORY
(INCLUDINGMISSING DATA)
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PRIOR SHELTER'HISTORY

Yes

30@
\[o]

710%
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%

4%

RECENT RESIDENCE

13%

16%

[1Grand Rapids
E Wyoming
[ Other Kent County

M Outside of Kent
County
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HIGH SCHOOL / GED

54%

46%

Dyes
no
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ATTENDED COLLEGE

Oyes
H no
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43%

FAMILY COMPOSITION

13%

M single female

O single male
[1female with children
@ other
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16%

FAMILLY SIZE

20%

16%

48%

L1
W2
[13
14+




“ AGE OF PRIMARY CLIENT
»
% \Viean agewas 29,2
% Youngestwas 9 S ess
than 18
% Oldest was 87 8%  14% B 18-25
% O200Wereyounger = W 26-35
than 46 years e8%
M 36-45
31%
\



GENDER

AL S e
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40%

FAMILY RACE

49%

[1Black
E White
M Hispanic
[0 0ther




SOURCES OF EAMILY INCOME




REASONS FOR HOMELESSNESS
INFPERCENT

Financial

Domestic Violence

Runaway |
Drug/Alcohol Abuse |
Mental Health

]
Fire/Disaster [ |
Recuperation _:

Other | | | | | |

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
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VETERAN HOUSEROLD

96%

4%

B Yes
[1No
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VIOVEDIEROV SHELTERTIO:;

28%

12%

15%

11%

@ another shelter
O friends of family
[ independent

M |ast residence
[Junknown
[]other
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RESULTSIOF DATA'ANALYSIS

% QUANTIEYING HOMELESSNESS
% OVERALL INCIDENTS

% LENGTHOF STAY

% RECIDIVISM

% DEMOGRAPHIC CROSSTABS
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WAYS OF QUANTHEYING
HOMELESSNESS

+ [ncidents - Indicatediby intake ferms

Single person or a family
Unigue incident or recidivism

= Unique lb's
% engthiol stay: date left-date entered
» Bed-Nights: (family size) x (Ilengthiof stay)
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VIEASURES OF HOMELESSNESS/IIN
THE EIVE YEAR PERIOD

% 11,132 Incidents in five years

5,104 Unigue Incidents
2,005 1Individuals\were recidivists
6,028 repeated Inclidents

= Eamily size mean|= 2.2

% engthiofistay averagedo.s days

% Average Incident used 20:9 bea-nignts
% 226,803 totall lbed-nights
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INCIDENTIS OF HOMELESSNESS
INVOLVING CHILDREN

% 66%) 01 the Incidents mvolved children

37%invelved children underage 6
32% Invelved childreniaged 6-17

15% ofithe Incidents weresingle children
underage 18

% [here were 14 211 childreninvelved in

nomeless Incidents

% 129,240 bed-nights were usediby children
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INCIDENTS OF HONVELESSNESS

3000 1

2500 1

2000 1

1500 1

1000 1

500 -

BY YEAR

NN N NN

1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99
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Glojeloo

50000 -

40000 -

30000 -

20000 -

10000 1

BED-NIGRIS BY YEAR

1st Qtr

1995-96

1996-97

1997-98

1998-99




Wweeks

4‘ LENGTIH OF STAY.

-

4* % AVerage lengtnwas

4* 9.5 days M Less
% Most frequent (18%) 8% than ¢
wasil day 0 \1/\1?)6:

H + 610 stayedlessthant “61% WESKS
Week @ Over 4

4* % 800 Stayed more tinan 4 TS

N



LENGTHIOE STAY (DAYS)
BY REASON EOR'HOMELESSNESS

Financial ﬁ

Domestic Violence __
Runaway __
Drug/Alcohol Abuse __
Mental Health _—

Fire/Disaster [N

Recuperation |
Other —
[

0 S 10 15 20 25
DAYS
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LENGTHOE STAY,
BY SHELTER GROUP

0 10 20 30 10
DAYS
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INCIDENTSIO

26%

BY SHE

=SHOVIELESSNES'S

LIER GROUP

[0 Women and Children
B Men

[ Special Populations

[1Intake/Assessment

[ Motels
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% 5% had5 ormore

REPEATEDIINCIDENTS OF

HOMELESSNESS
1) Of the 11,132 inCidentS, Number of Incidents
46Y% Were one timers
% 2000Werne persons 5 plus
Whohad twoe incidents A

3
Incrdents of

nemelessness in the ;
fiveyear period
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USE OF ROMELESS SHELTERSIN
BED=NIGHIS BY RECIDIVISIV]

15%

11
41% W2
13
H4
15

9%

13%

22%



PERCENT OF RECIDIVISM BY
REASONS FOR FHONVELESSNESS

ekl

Domestic Violence

Runaway

Drug/Alcohol Abuse
Mental Health

Fire/Disaster

Recuperation
Other

|
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o
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70 1
60 -
50 1
40 -
301
20 1

—_
o O

RECIDIVISVIBY GENDER

B Men
B Women
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70 1
60 -
50 1
40 -
301
20 1

—_
o

o

RECIDIVISVI BY RACE

[J0ne Time
[1Two or More

White

Black

Other




LR L

70 -
60 -
50 -
40 -
30 1
20 1
101

RECIDIVISIVIBY FEAMILY
CONVPOSITION

o
S

Single
Female
Single
Male
Female &
Children
Male &
Children
Couple
Couple &
Children
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RECIDIVISIVI BY WIHERE
CLIENT-MOVEDTIO

s Vore Likely'to Repeat Homeless Episode

Another shelter
Substance anuse treatment

+ [LessiLikelyto Repeat

Out of tewn
Returned to last residence
VA facility:
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NUMBERS OFHOMELESS PEOPRLE

6000 -

5000 -

4000 1

3000 -

2000 1

1000 -

BY RACE ANDIGENDER

[ Males
[1Females

o

Whites

HEW S

Other




, PERCENT OF HOMELESS MALES AND
\ FEMALES BY RACE
N
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RECIDIVISIVI BY RACE AND GENDER

[1Males
B Females

Whites Blacks Other
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RECOMMENDATIONS

# INTTAKE FORM

# CHILDRENIAS CUSTIOMERS

% REASON FOR'HONMELESSNESS
% PARTNERSHIPS
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INTTAKE EORIV]

% TRAINING FOR INTAKE WORKERS
# EDUCATIONAL LEVEL-ENTER RIGHES T GRADE

COVPLETED
% PRIMARY REASON

SPECIEY WHAT “OT
% SIZE OF FAMILY CAT

FOR STAY CATEGORY -
RER™IVIEANS

EGORY - REPLACE WITRITIHE

ACTUAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE SEEKING SHELTER
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INTTAKE EORIV]

s INCLUDE A CATEGORY FOR REFERRING AGENCY,

WALK N}, POLICE DROP-OFE, E}

% EAMILY COMPOSITION -COMP
INTAKE EORM FOR'EACIH ADULT]

SHELTER

[C
LETEA SEPARATE

SEEKING
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CRILDREN AS CUSTIOMERS

% 66% OFINCIDENTSHINVOLVE CRILDREN
% 51190 OFINCIDENTSHINVOLYVE CHILDRENUNDER

THE AGE OF 6YRS.

# HOW DOTRHESE CHILDRENIPERCEIVE THEIR

HOMELESS EXPERIENCE
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REASON EOR'HOMELESSNESS

% EINANCIAL - RECIDIVISM
% DRUG ANDALCORHOL ABUSE - RECIDIVISM

% JTANE - TENMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY
FAMILIES

# LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS BEING

PRODUCED
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PARTNERSHIPS

% YOU CANAF GO ALONE
% NEED FOR'A PATH TOISTABLE HOUSING

PRODUCTHION (IE UNITSIARE AVAILABLE)

% STRONG COOPERATION WITIRIDOMESTIC

ASSUALTE MENTAL HEALTIH, ANDILAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
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